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and fall of chagrin, he threw himself upon his bed without un-
dressing ; and nothing could exceed his disgust, when, opening
his eyes next morning, he looked out with dull sight* upon the
devastations of the bygone day, and saw the uncleanness, and the
many bad effects, of which that ingenious, lively and well-inten-
tioned poetical performance had been the cause.

CHAPTER XI,

AFTER a short consideration he called the landlord, and bade
Trim mark to his account both the damage and the regular charge.
At the same time he learned, not without vexation, that his horse
had been so hard ridden by Laertes last night, that, in all proba-
bility, it was foundered, as they term it, the farrier having little
hope of its recovering.

A salute from Philina, which she threw him from her window,
restored him in some degree to a more cheerful humour; he went
forthwith into the nearest shop to buy her a little present, which,
in return for the powder-knife, he still owed her; and it must be
owned that, in selecting his gift, he did not keep himself within
the limits of proportional value. He not only purchased her a
pair of earrings; but added likewise a hat and neckerchief, and
some other little articles, which he had seen her lavishly throw
from her on the first day of their acquaintance.

Madam Melina, happening to observe him as he was deliver-
ing his presents, took an opportunity before breakfast to rate him
very earnestly about his inclination for this girl; at which he felt
the more astonished, the less he thought it merited. He swore
solemnly, that he had never once entertained the slightest notion
of attaching himself to such a person, whose whole manner of pro-
ceeding was well known to him: he excused himself as well as
possible for his friendly and polite conduct towards her; yet did
not by any means content Madam Melina, whose spite grew ever
more determined, as she could not but observe that the flatteries
by which she had acquired for herself a sort of partial regard from
our friend, were not sufficient to defend this conquest from the
attacks of a lively, younger and more gifted rival.

As they sat down to table, her husband joined them, likewise
in a very fretful humour; which he was beginning to display on
many little things, when the landlord entered to announce a player